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From the London Methodist Magazine. 
A SERMON BY THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER; 
(Concluded from page 165.) 


I come now to shew the reasons why regeneration is neces- 
sary to salvation. And this appears, 

Ist. From ‘the immutability of God’s purpose, who has 
chosen believers to salvation “ through sanctification of the 
Spirit.” Whoever will enter into heaven, must put off sin, and 
be clothed with a robe of unspotted righteousness. Do you 
ask why? Because God is resolved that it shall be so. ‘ This 
is the will of God,” says St. Paul, “ your sanctification first, 
and then your salvation.”? And as there is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning with him, all the world shall sooner be damn- 
ed than his purpose shall be made void. : 

2dly. From the stability of the word of God. “Except a 
man be born again,” says Jesus himself, “ he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God ;’ and he is not as the sons of men that 
he should lie. Does he not declare, that ‘‘ heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but his word shall not pass away.” 

3dly. From the respect that regeneration has to salvation. 
Regeneration is nothing but a degree and part of salvation. 
Grace is glory begun ; holiness is the spring of true happiness ; 
and he wha is not saved from his sins here, shall never be saved 
into glory hereafter. He who is not so changed on earth as to 
find his happiness in God, will never be fit to delight in him in 
heaven. The angelic hosts, says St. John, ‘ praise God day and 
night, saying, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, who was, and is, 
and isto come.”” Now what probability is there that the unre- 
sags Ye delight in nothing but money, apparel, pleasure, 
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eating, drinking, uncleanness, and the like; and who are such 
enemies to God, that they had rather be set.to do any work than 
to spend an hour im private prayer to him every day ;—what 
probability is there, ] say, that they will be able to bear their 
part in those sacred concerts, unless their souls be so saved from 
sin here, and so changed in alt its faculties, that God’s service 
and worship, which is so tedious to them now, may become the 
joy of their hearts. re mod 

Let none then deceive himself. As sin is death and hell 
begun in the unregenerate, so are holiness, eternal life, and 
heaven, opened in the new creature. And as sure as there will 
be no hell for those that are saved from their sins here, so sure 
it is that there will be no heaven for those who are not made par- 
takers of the Divine nature. We might as well look for the 
noon of a day which never dawned, as expect to see the merid- 
ian light of glory, without having ever known the morning of 
regenerating grace. an | | 

dthly. We may discover the necessity of regeneration, in 
order to salvation, if we consider the entire corruption of our 
nature. Our first parents, having by their fall defaced that 
image of God in which they were created, and being thereupon 
wholly polluted in soul, body and spirit, all that come from 


them must be partakers of their corrupt nature. ‘ Who can 


bring a clean thing out of an unclean?” says Job, “I was born 
in sin,’ says David, * and in intquity did my mother conceive 
me.’?. * That which is born of the flesh is flesh ;°? that is to say, 
carnal and unclean. “ Now,” says St. John, “ no unclean per- 
son can enter into God’s kingdom.” Believe it sinners : God 
will not take you from the dunghill of sin, and covered with sa- 
tan’s leprosy, to place you by him on his throne. . The. holy 
land shall not be filled with filth and rottenness; and in the 
heavenly Canaan there are no nests for serpents and vipers; 
no place for backbiting, lying, slandering, or cursing Chris- 
tians ; noden for angry lions to lurk in; and no mire for greedy 
and impure swine to wallow in; much fess shall the vacant 
thrones of fallen angels, thrown down into hell for their pride, 
envy, and ambition, be given to proud, envious, il-natured, or 
eovetous men. Rebellious aliens must not. inherit the king- 
dom of heaven. They must. first be made children, and have 
the spirit of adoption, and then are they heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ. : 

Again, that we must be new creatures to enter into heaven, 
appears from the enjoyments of saints and angels. They are 
wholly spiritual. Their felicity consists in the peace of God, the 
love of Christ, and the joy of angels ; in an uninterrupted union 
and communion with the Lord; a continual admiration anéd 
fruition of all his perfections. But can carnal, worldly, unre 
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generate people, taste pleasure in any of these things? Are not 
such delights for them, just what pearls and diamonds are to 
swine Do not they even’ now trample them under their feet, 
and sometimes turn about and endeavour to rend those that 
hold out to them even that heavenly bread, that food of angels? 
Sinners, you must then lose your taste for earthly joys, and be 
made capable of relishing spiritual delights, or all the pleasures 
of heaven will prove to you just as much as the most melodious 
concert is to a deaf man, or the finest pictures to one that was 
born blind. 7 
1 shall conclude all these reasons with one drawn from the 
holiness of God’s nature, which is such, that no unclean person 
can stand in his presence.  ‘“‘ His eyes are too pure,” says a 
rophet, “to behold iniquity.”? ‘ Evil‘shall not dwell with 
thee,” says David, ‘ neither shall the foolish stand a thy sight.” 
There is such a contrariety between the holy nature of God, 
and the unholy nature of unregenerate men, that they can-no 
more agree together than dight with darkness; for, “ what fel- 
lowship has righteousness with unrighteousness?” says St. Paul. 
A pure God with impure creatures? None at alls; unless it be 
that which a devouring flame has with the stubble thrown there- 
in. O sinners! dearn then what the apostle means when he says, 
“ Without holiness none shali-see the Lord,” lest you find hima 
consuming fire, as the unregenerate will most certainly do. And 
that you may be the more willing to get_ out of the state you 
are in by sin, let me show you the many dangers that attend it. 
You are not yet anew creature, and consequently you are yet 
witheut Christ in your heart, and nothing stands between God’s 
justice and your unregenerate soul. And for what do you expose 
yourself to this dreadful peril? That you may serve satan? 
‘He that committeth sia is of the devil,” says St. John. OG 
that your eyes were open to sce what master you have chosen, 
and what wages he will give you at last? Is'# that you may 
take your chance with the rest of the world? Alas! do you 
not know the Word of God declares, that he who loves the 
world is the Lord’s enemy; and that-«his world, aad all tha¢ 
is therein, except the souls and bodies of the regenerate, are 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment. Is it that you 
may indulge aittle longer the desires of the flesh, the desires of 
the eye, and the pride of life? Oh! if yousaw them in a true 
light, you would renounce them as you would the service of a 
base and-cruel tyrant, that says to you, “Do this,” though it 
will destroy thy body, and you do it: * Do not that,” ite 
your soul should live thereby, and you doit not. Thus, like thé 
child who was possest by an evil spirit, you are possest by car: 
nal desires and unruly passions, which tear you, and cast you 
sometimes into the fire, sometimes into the water, still waiting 
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for the moment when they may plunge you into “ the lake tha: 
burns with fire and brimstone.”’ 

Oh! do the pleasures of sin, and the smiles of the world, com- 
pensate you for the happiness of the children of God, which you 
renounce for them: and when the curses of God’s law overtake 
you, will they skreen from the strokes of his wrath? For though 
you may little think of it, if your sins are not forgiven you, a 
curse attends all your enjoyments. ‘I will curse their bless. 
ings,”? says God by one of his prophets. Nay, it follows you in 
your religious exercises. The word which you hear is cursed to 
you ; because you believe it not, or do it not, it proves to you 
‘‘ the savour of death unto death:”’ the prayers which you make, 
with so much indifference and contempt for God, draw no bless. 
ing upon you; and the Lord’s table is made a snare to you by 
your presumption ; for, instead of feeding on the body and blood 
of Christ, you trample it under foot, and refuse to let it have its 
due effect upon you. 

And not only so, but you are liable to temporal and eternal 
judgments. In time, God may Jet loose upon you the most 
dreadful sicknesses and afflictions, and you have no God to 
stand by you, no grace to comfort you under them. And in 
eternity, what have you to expect but an eternal despair; and 
for whom is “ the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone” ap- 
pointed, if not for the unregenerate? And who shall have the 
smoke. of their torments ascending for ever and ever, if not 
those who never strove to enter in at the strait gate of the new 
birth, but remained willing servants of the prince of this world, 
and their unruly passions, for ever and eyer? Oh measure, if 
you can, the length and breadth, the depth and height of the 
meaning of that word for ever and ever; and though all that 
Jesus says of that fire prepared for the devil and his angels, of 
that “ fire which shall never be quenched,’’ that * worm which 
never dieth,’? and that ‘‘ outer darkness where there will be 
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth ;””—though all these 
expressions should mean no more than an eternal fever, or an 
eternal confinement in a dark dungeon, will you draw this upon 
you for the momentary pleasure of walking according to the 
sight of your eye, and the desire of your heart? And will not you 
repent of this your unhappy choice even in this life? Ah, when 
death shall appear to you, and tell you that he has a message 
from the Lord, a warrant from the King of heaven to take from 
you all your worldly comforts, all the carnal pleasures and de- 
lights, tor which, Esau like, you sell your birth-right, and the 
blessing of your heavenly Father; all your nearest and dearest 
relations; all your wealth and honour, all your schemes of build- 
ing and planting, buying and selling; and all the hopes of en- 
joying any longer those conveniences and superfluities, for get- 
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ting of which you forget ‘that’ your main business here is to be 
born again of the Spirit of God :—when ‘death shall thus hurry 
you away from your earthly paradise ; when it shall rouse your 
drowsy conscience, and lay before you the‘black catalogue of 
all your sins, your lies, your scoffings at virtue and religion, your 
goods ill-gotten and ill-spent: your profanation of the Lord’s- 
day ; your speculative wantonness; or actual filthiness; your 
vanity, pride, coveteousness, sensuality ; with the many years 
spent ‘with so much eagerness in the devil’s service; what will 
then your views and feelings‘be? And how will you “lament 
your sin and folly, in disregarding the day of your merciful vis- 
itation! Oh! consider this, ere it be for ever too late. 


—aae 


Biography. 


ee 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
MEMOIR OF REV. JOHN PITTS. 


Joun Pitts, was born in Anne-Arundel] county, in the 
state of Maryland, February 23, in the year of our Lord 1772, 
of reputable parents; who were members of the Church of 
England, and brought up their children in the observance of 
the forms and ceremonies of that Church: taking great pains in 
their education, and in keeping them from profane sins. But it 
pleased God to call away his father by the stroke of death, when 
he was about eleven years old. He was now left to the care 
of a tender mother, who continued him at school, until he had 
acquired a tolerably good English Education. His own words 
in reference to this period of his life, are, ‘My mother strove 
to restrain and keep me from vicious practices. But alas! 1 
too often broke through her injunctions, and became acquainted 
with wicked company ; which led me into the sinful pleasures 
and vanities of the world. Yet through the mercy of God, and 
from a sense of honour, I was kept from all scandalous vices: 
and at times had serious thoughts of death and judgment. 1 
sometimes strove to comfort myself with the reflection, that 
was not so wicked as some of my acquaintances, and conclud- 
ed that when I was further advanced in years, I would seek 
religion, not considering that I was every day liable to the 
stroke of death, and in danger of hell while unconverted.” 

In the seventeenth year of his age, there was near the place 
where he resided a revival of religion among the Methodists, in 
which an elder and a younger sister were awakened and con- 
verted to God, and joined the Society. ‘When they told me 
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their-experience,”? sdys he, “(as I could not doubt their vera. 
city, | concluded there was such a thing a8 conversion, and re. 
solved through grace to forsake sin, and never rest contented 
till I obtained it. I had many young companions, but they 
soon began to shun my company, as I strove to press upon 
them the necessity of regeneration. I now sought the Lord 
with my whole heart. The enemy sometimes tempted me, that 
there was no mercy for me ; but these temptations did not last 
Jong: for though I knew that I was a sinner, yet I believed that 
Jesus died for sinners: which encouraged me to look to God 
formercy. But I was entirely ignorant of the plan of salvation. 
I conceived that I must pray a great while before the Lord 
would pardon my sins. One evening I went to hear Brother 
G. R. preach, and in his sermon he observed that it was not 
the multitade of our prayers that was to recommend us to God, 
but faith in Christ; and that at any time when we could give 
up our whole heart to God, and believe in Jesus, that God was 
willing to receive us for the sake of Christ, and pardon our sins. 
This was a word in-season tome. I now began to look, and 
expect the Lord to bless me at every time J waited upon him; 
and glory to his dear name, after 1 had sought him a few weeks 
in this way, he was found of me! for one evening as I was with- 
drawn from the world, into a lonely grove to pray, much dis: 
tressed on account of sin, the Lord heard and answered my pe: 
tition. I felt the guilt of sin removed, and love, peace, and joy, 
spring up in my soul: Glory, glory to his dear name!! I now 
experienced a happiness that I was before a stranger to; all 
nature appeared lovely, and I felt a love for all mankind. Yet, 
although 4 was thus blest, I was afraid to conclude that my sin: 
were pardoned, lest | should deceive myself; but glory ‘be to 
God, he did not leave me like the man who saw men as trees 
walking. ‘The next day he gave me the witness of the spirit, 
that I was his child. J was now happy in God my Saviour; it 
appeared, almost, as if I were in a new world ;” “Old things 
were passed away, and all things became new!” I could say 
vith the poet, 
‘‘ Jesus all the day long, 
Was my joy and my song.” 

It was my delight to pray to the Lord, to read his word, to talk 
of his goodness, and to exhort others to seek for the same hap- 
piness. Indeed | thought that my enemies were all slain, and 
that | should know war nomore. But alas! I soon found there 
was a tempting devil, and that all who will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. 1 had many to weaken, and few 
to strengthen my hands; but glory to God | found him to be a 
present help in time of need. He still supported me in all my 
trials, and kept me in the narrow way.” 
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Shortly after this he was received into the society on:trial by 
brother L. B..and three years afterwards appointed leader of 
a class, and about the same time became seriously impressed in 
mind, that it was his duty to devote himself whelly to the min- 
istry of the word of God; and after passing through many 
sore conflicts of mind upon this. subject, at _— he resolved to 
make the experiment at every hazard, in obedience to what he 
considered the will of God; and accordingly, being duly re- 
commended, he was offered to: the Conference, sitting in the 
city of Baltimore, in October 1795.; was received, and appoint- 
ed to Winchester circuit, Virginia, where he laboured for about 
four months, and was then removed by his presiding elder to 
Pendleton circuit, where he travelled the remainder of the year. 
In 1796 was appointed to Bath circuit, where he laboured till 
the June following, and was then removed by his presiding el- 
der to Alleghany circuit for. the remainder of the year. In 
1797 to Rockingham circuit. In 1798 re-appointed to Rock- 
ingham circuit, where he travelled about nine months, and was 
then removed by his presiding elder to Alexandria. Jn 1799 
Fairfax circuit; in August of this year he says, “I took a -vio- 
lent cold from sleeping in an open room, which had like to have 
cost me my life. I was sick several days ;.the cold fell into my 
head and ear, which caused most violent. pain, and threw me 
into fevers; but glory to God, he raised. me up again, though I 
have never been clear of a cough since.”? In 1800. Stafford 
circuit. 1801 Baltimore circuit. 1802 got.a dispensation for 
six months, and then took charge of the society in the city of 
Fredericksburgh. In 1803 having been labouring under almost 
constant indisposition for several years,.and being now much 
emaciated and enfeebled, having a violent pain in his breast, 
with a severe cough, he asked and obtained a location from the 
Conference. In 1204 having considerably recovered his health 
in the past year, he was re-admitted into the travelling connec- 
tion and appointed to Fredericktown, in the state of Maryland ; 
during this year he married, .and in 1805 was appointed -te 
Alexandria. In 1806 to Baltimore city. In 1807 re-appointed 
to Baltimore city till the first of August, and then to take the 
charge of Baltimore circuit. In 1808 to Alexandria—1809 re- 
appointed to Alexandria. In 1810 to the city of Annapolis. 
In 1811 to Baltimore city—1812 Supernumerary for Freder- 
ick circuit. Having received a superannuated relation to ‘Con- 
ference, he retired to his farm near New- Market in Frederick 
county, Maryland, where he continued to linger the most extraor- 
dinary example of suffering patience, until February 1821, when 
he fell asleep in the arms of his Saviour without a struggle or a 
groan. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright = for the 
end of that man is peace. Psalms xxxvil. 37. 
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He was a man of a meek and quiet spirit. His patience also 
was such as gave him the possession of his soul, in all the trials 
and afflictions he had to pass through. He was a lover and 
cultivator of peace and union in the church of God; and when 
he was called upon to execute discipline, the minister’s painful 
and trying duty, he was generally enabled to perform the task, 
so as to secure the confidence of all concerned. He was a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. Love to God, and to immortal souls, 
filled and governed his heart; and truth, divine truth, was the 
constant guide of his mind in his exhortations and sermons. As 
an ambassador of Jesus Christ, he kept in view his awful charge. 
He was plain in person, manner, and language; and pliverally 
in the pulpit, he was so affected, that like his master he wept 
over those who refused or neglected to know the things belong- 
ing to their peace. There was a peculiar tenderness and 
pathos in his spirit and word, which frequently penetrated 
the whole congregation while he was holding forth the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all his offices, as the only and all-sufficient Sa- 
viour of lost men. 

He was useful and successful in the ministry, and was the 
instrument of promoting several revivals of religion where he 
laboured. Hundreds, we believe, will be his joy and crown in 


the day of the Lord. 
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Scripture Lilustrated. 


-— 


ILLUSTRATION OF JOHN I. 18. 


No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


“To see the Father refers not to a perception of the divine 
presence and glory. The external symbols and pledges of Je- 
hovah’s existence and favour were afforded to his servants from 
the beginning of the world. In this way he was seen by the 
patriarchs, by Moses, by the prophets, and by all the people of 
israel in the wilderness of Sinai, &c. Nor does the phrase to 
see the Father, relate to the direct communications of the Divine 
mind and will to his servants. God had, ‘at sundry times, and 
in divers manners, spoken in time past to the prophets,’ who 
were denominated seers, on account of the discoveries with 
which they were favoured by the Almighty. The infallible 
Spirit of inspiration illuminated their minds; dictating to their 
faithful tongues and pens, as the living oracles of God. In this 
sense, the apostles saw God, and revealed his mind, more fully 
than their Divine Master did by his personal ministry, John 








AWFUL VISITATION ON A PROFANE SWEARER. 209 


xvie 12—15—T7'o see God, therefore, here intends a contempla- 
tion of Deity in his own, immediate proper nature :—to view 
him, independently of any medium of times, place, or creatures. 
Neither man, nor angel, nor any finite intelligence, ever did or 
can thus see, i. e. comprehend the unlimited essence of Jeho- 
yah; for, ‘ Who by searching can find out God? who can find 
out the Almighty unto perfection ??—The Son of God sees the 
Father, and the Father sees and knows himself. This knowl- 
edge is essentially different from the knowledge of all creatures ; 
ad consequently must be the exclusive possession and prrog- 
ative of God. The Divine Being, though incompreheusible to 
all others, perfectly knows himself; and the Son ciaims :ecip- 


rocal knowledge with the Father.” 
Evangelwal Magazine for May, 1816. 
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The Attributes of God Displayed. 


—— 
From the London Methodist Magazine. 


To the Editor of the Methodist Magazvne. 


Dear Sir, 

I received the following account from an officer in the 
army, with unquestionable evidence of its authenticity. The 
insertion of it in the Methodist Magazine may serve the inter- 
ests of religion, and will greatly oblige your’s in the gospel of 
Christ, Wm. WE Borne. 

Burnley, Jan. 21, 1820. 


During the year 1819, a private soldier in a regiment of foot, 
quartered at , in Ireland, was noted for profane swearing 
and horrid imprecations, particularly for calling upon God and 
the devil alternately, to strike him deafand dumb. One evening, 
being in the chic Hovand, he related some things to his com- 
panions which seemed to them incredible, and in confirmation of 
which, he cursed and swore vehemently.—Sergeant ———— re- 
proved him, and reasoned with him on the wickedness of his 
conduct, and the danger of provoking God to punish him. But, 
instead of standing reproved, he made an open profession of his 
infidelity, and declared that he did not believe in any thing su- 
pernatural, nor in revelation, nor in any thing that he could not 
see. 

At eleven o’clock, he went to his post. At twelve o‘clock, 
Sergeant -—, with an orderly man, visited the different 
=" - in approaching the profame swearer, was sur- 

ou. IV. 
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prised to find himself not challenged. Sergeant spoke, 
but received no answer ; and approaching him found him resting 
on his musket, and tears running down his face. On shaking 
him by the arm, the unfortunate man, by putting his fingers to 
his ears and mouth, signified that his horrid imprecation was 
answered by the loss of his hearing and speech.—How awful 
the state of that man who contendeth with his Maker! It is hard 


to kick against the goads. W. W. 
eet i Cee 
The Grace of God Manifested. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 
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S———, October 20, 1819. 





My Dear H Y; 


I was about composing myself to write to the Rev. Mr. 
, when Mrs. G n handed me your letter. 

It is needless, Dear Sir, for me to say how accordant and 
how grateful to my feelings its contents. Though a pleas- 
ing, yet you have imposed upon me a difficult task: for O! 
how can I venture to tread upon the confines of a sanctuary so 
new tome, or how analyze feblings that have poured in upon 
me from a quarter altogether unexpected ; feelings that have 
alternately plunged me into the depths of misery and despair, 
and elevated me to a summit of felicity before unknown; ex- 
tatic feelings, that at times struggle for expression with all the 
‘‘ vivida vis animi” of poetic rapture. How can 1 express to 
you that confusion, tumult and chaos of mind, of alternate 
doubting and hoping, through which I have passed, and I fear 
in which I am still partially struggling: I cannot express it, 
nor are you, my dear H y, from your own experience, qual- 
ified to judge of it, for you could not have borne about you so 
terrifying and overwhelming a load of sin. You could not, in 








C 





tn ae the course of your comparatively innocent life, have so heaped 


transgression upon transgression, as I have done: you could 
not have waded so deep into the impure and corrupted channels 
of vice and immorality: O! you could not have been so lost 
in the hedious wilderness of impiety and sin, as to have almost 
lost sight of that presence which fills the universe—as nearly to 
have extruded from your bosom, that instinct of duty, which 
abides in every soul: you had not so fortified and ‘intrenched 
yourself behind the bulwarks of infidelity, as to refuse all com- 
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merce with an heavenly ambassador—to treat his overtures of 
peace and of love with derision—to slight and scorn his life- 
giving invitations, and to frown him from your presence. O 
no! You had never wandered to that immeasurable distance 
from our God that I have done. How then can you judge of 
my feelings, when a light from heaven flashed across my path, 
and illuminated the tract of my wanderings—when I saw my- 
self, as 1 believed, out of the reach of the mercy of God. But 
let me view myself no longer in this wilderness ; let me no 
longer find myself enclosed in the intrenchments of infidelity : 
for I-trust I have for ever grounded my arms of rebellion, and 
surrendered myself to One who is mighty to save. Then let it 
be my chiefest joy, that I have seen, and been made to pause, 
on the edge of the precipice ; and let it be joy, and gratitude, 
and love, to him who looked from his heavenly habitation on a 
wretch so unworthy : to him who arrested my footsteps on the 
brink of that chasm into which I was precipitating myself; 
who poured a flood of light on the tangled labyrinth into which 
I had travelled, and gave me to see in the horrid retrospect, the 
distance | had wandered from my God, and the barriers I had 
pertinaciously erected to impede my return. O! H y, let 
it it be glory to Him who stretched out an arm of mercy to 
your dying friend; who has, as he hopes and believes, given 
him to taste of that cup of mercy, of which he is so unworthy ; 


who has given him to look with an eye of faith, to a crucified 
and risen Saviour. O! pray with him, and for him, that the 


rallying point of his affections may ever be around Mount Cal- 
vary ; where the Babe of Bethlehem, our hope, our council, 
our guide, our wisdom, the friend of sinners, our Mediator, and 
our God, finished the redemption of a lost and ruined world. 
But you ask me in your letter, to portray to you my feelings 
and exercises. I will obey you as well as Ican. You must 
go with me then to F——-n H——d, | have a veneration for it, 
and love the resort, for there, as I trust, first dawned the morn- 
ing of a new era in my life. 1 think it was on Sunday,evening, 
at that place, after hearing the sermon preached by the Rey. 
Mr. G n. (It was a discourse that completely disarmed 
me, and for the first time almost in my life, caused me to look 
with scrutiny into my own soul.) My mind became complete- 
ly, and wholly fmed in contemplating the future destiny of man, 
his business in this world, his depravity and corruption, his 
fall from a state of rectitude and purity, and the necessity of a 
Mediator to reclaim him: QO! I could make nothing of it!— 
Yet a total abstraction from every other contemplation but this, 
had so fastened itself upon me, that I attem in vain to turn 
from it: such was the painful intensity of the contemplation, 
that my head ached, and my bosom heaved, to relieve itself 
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from an oppression that was settling upon it. Abeut dusk, in 
this state of mind, and with those feelings, I walked into the 
woods, and for the first time in my life, knelt down to. pray: I 
remained in the attitude of supplication but a short time : when 
I had done, I recollect that I felt as though I had committed an 
impiety in making the attempt. I returned to Camp, somewhat 
composed, and went directly to bed. With my accustomed 
feelings | got up in the morning, but attended the services 
throughout the day on Monday with more pleasure than usual, 
and I believe with a different mind to eid and consider what 
I heard, for the Rev. Mr. G-—-——n had disarmed me the day 
before. Towards evening, mourners were invited to the altar: 
I felt an inclination to go, but restrained myself, and I think 
mentally said, it is nonsense. I was, however, in about an 
hour, gradually attracted up to the rails of the altar, and soon 
became so absorbed and affected at the scene before me, that 
I forgot my particular feeling or exercise of mind; but recollect 
that I found myself on the point of getting over the railing on 
the inside of the altar, when I caught the eye of B 
M————s, and had it not have been for this incident, I think 
I should have got over ; for after looking me a moment in the 
face, she turned and came directly up to me, and in her usual 
heaven-inspired strain, exhorted me for some time, leaving me 
melted into tears, and mentally praying that her exhortation 
might take effect in my soul. The Rev. Mr. C r soon came 
where I was, and with an expression of interest for me, that 
none but a christian could feel, embraced, said something 
to me, and passed on. My feelings were painful and awful; 
I felt alone and nantnal in the happy crowd. I turned me, 
and hastened to the woods, and with more fervour than at first, 
prayed to God to illuminate and relieve my benighted and dis- 
tracted soul; after which, with somewhat of a solemn compo- 
sure, | returned to Camp. It was now dark, and my intention 
was to go to bed; but just as ! came up to the meeting-house, 
I saw the Rev. Mr. G——n exhorting and praying for a young 
man who was under conviction: I went up and leaned against 
the wall, in a state of mind I will not attempt todescribe. The 
Rev. Mr. G n observed and came to me, and exhorted me 
some time. I fell upon my knees,.and some person, I know not 
who, assisted me in prayer. From that place I wandered into 
the encampment, and seated myself in the most unfrequented 

art of it, brooding over my situation, and attempting to ana- 
ed my feelings, until I became lost:and bewildered: in that 
situation, late in the night, I found the way to bed, and expect 
J had fallen into a doze of sleep, when the Rev. Mr. M——e 
came and told me G——n had professed religion. I got up, 
ran into the crowd, and embraced him. I soon felt as a wretchy 
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outcast and forsaken, abandoned to an awful and miserable 
destiny ; my feeling became agony, and I fell upon my knees 
and groaned it forth until towards day, when [ staggered into 
bed by the side of D——r, where I had been but a few mo- 
ments, when I was seized with a trembling through all my 
nerves, attended by an horrid tickling sensation, that expressed 
itself in a kind of laughter, with a cramp and oppression in 
the breast that almost prevented respiration. Here I should 
stop, dear H—--y! for I have no language to tell what for 
some hours was my situation: let it be enough that I believe 
a supernatural agency was at work within me—that the finger 
of God had touched me. I only know that I felt I was a sinner, 
and a ruined and a lost one; that I endeavoured to bathe my- 
self in the blood of that Saviour of whom I had heard, and that 
the healing stream seemed es diverted from me. Af- 
ter this exercise of mind had ceased, I scarce know what trans- 
pired within me: I only know, that when I got out of bed I felt 
a strange composure and serenity ; the occurrences of the last 
night seemed almost a dream to me. I put on my clothes and 
went out into the encampment, feeling a most unaccountable 
lightness and buoyancy of spirits, with an inclination to look 
and laugh at every thing I saw. I eat breakfast at Mrs. 
W n’s tent, and soon after left F———n H——d. On our 
way back, the sensation and propensity I speak of above, at- 
tended me throughout the day, and at times to such a degree, 
that I could scarce refrain from shouting. The evening was 
spent at Mrs. G~———n’s, in singing and praying; for my part, 
I do neither to any purpose, for if | may so express myself, 
during the whole night I felt a kind of miserable joy, that made 
me behave like a child. But were I to goon with this history 
of myself up to the present date, 1 should weary you: I will 
only add, that in the evening of the next day, we had a class- 
meeting, where I believe we all met to humble ourselves before 
the God of our salvation; and I think he was in the midst of 
us. It was here, I think, I felt some certain assurances of ac- 
ceptance and of pardon: my unbelief was gone; my doubts 
had vanished. Since then 1 have been calm and composed, 
and enjoy a happiness to which I have heretofore been a stran- 
ger. Yet dear H——-y, I have many stumbling blocks; and 
yet some clouds of doubt fly across my brighter sky: O! may 
a proper sense of what I owe to the mighty majesty and good- 
ness of Him who humbled himself for my redemption, ever 
bind me to all my duties. I know not how to take my leave of 
you, but my watch admonishes, and it is near twelve at night. 
We are all well: give my love to all around you, and let me 
€njoin it on you to write often. May God bless and keep you 


€ver his. M. S. H——s. 
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y Miscellaneous. 
}. —___-J 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


FARTHER OBSERVATIONS ON CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER, 

Ir we look into the structure of the universe, and examine 
the laws by which it is governed, we shall perceive that action 
1 a and re-action of one body upon another, which produces, in its 
ge th mighty result, that order and harmony which strike the observ. 
2 ing mind with wonder and admiration. ‘The attractive and re. 
ie 4 pulsive power which keeps each body in its place, and causes 
its revolving motion, is an admirable instance of the perfec. 
€2, | tion of the Infinite Mind! To behold his plastic hand holding 
i innumerable worlds in pendulous motion, and subjecting them 
coe aa to those mysterious laws by which they perform their regular 
aie circuits, is sufficient to fill the mind with the profoundest ado- 
ration, and to inspire the most elevated devotion. 

It is true, these laws, lying too deep, and acting teo secret! 
it for human research, are mostly inscrutable to the finite dal, 
it and therefore cannot be fully developed, nor accurately decrib- 
ed. Whocan fully comprehend the works of God! But though 

their nature and manner of operation elude the grasp of finite 
comprehension, yet their existence is inferable from the visible 
effects produced by their active operation. 

It is from haying noticed the undeviating effects of these laws 
which govern the material world, that the astronomer is ena- 
bled to make such accurate calculations respecting the regular 
movements, in their vast circuits, of the heavenly bodies, and to 
furnish us with the risings and settings of those luminous visitors 
of our world, as well as to forewarn us of the darkness occa- 
sioned by eclipses. It is by penetrating into the laws of the 
physical world, that the natural philosopher establishes his 
maxims, and accounts for the various phenomena which come 
within the grasp of his intellectual powers. And how many se- 

eae aa crets of nature has the skilful Alchymist explored, by analy- 
Se a sing, dissolving, and compounding, the elementary bodies! 





ee Nor is a knowledge of the laws which govern the physical 


Fy BH and moral world, less useful to the practiser of Materia Medica 
ail to enable him to exemplify his useful art in the application of 
those remedies which are designed to counteract the various 

diseases incident to mortal man. And the mysterious connec- 

tion between the soul and the body, and the operation of one 

; upon the other, suggests the utility of comprehending their el- 
i at rl fects, as far as possible, upon the human mind, to qualify a man 
| for a judicious and profitable application of divine truth to the 
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moral faculty of man. He, whose profession introduces him to 
all classes of men, should not praledl any branch of science, 
which will develope the human heart, or assist in the illustration, 
and suitable application of those sacred truths, which are de- 
signed to enlighten, renovate, and sanctify ‘he human family. 

But while surrounded by the wonders of creation, and con- 
templating the astonishing effects produced by those incompre- 
hensible laws which govern the world, it is natural to inquire, 
what principle in man is it which perceives all these things? If 
things are perceived, must ey not have a perceiver? The exis- 
tence, therefore, of some subtle, penetrating, and comprehending 
principle in man, is as inferable from his capacity to perceive, 
to deliberate, and to deduce consequences from given princi- 
ples, as are the existence of physical laws from those visible- 
effects which we see daily produced. And by what law is this 
thinking and perceiving principle itself governed? That it is 
free in its operations we know. By whatever law, therefore, it 
is governed, that law must act in perfect harmony with the free- 
dom of this thinking and active principle. Were we able to 
dive into the depths of spiritual intelligences, should we not dis- 
cover the existence of some invisible law, by which mind acts 
upon mind, producing kindred sensations, and effecting, when 
not interrupted by those discords originating from disordered 
| passions and conflicting interests, the liveliest affections and the 

sweetest harmony? This invisible and mysterious law which 
binds moral beings together, the results of which are so bene- 
ficial to the human family, is not less obvious because it is lim- 
ited to mind. Its existence, like the laws which govern the 
material world, is inferable from its effects ; and of these effects 
every one is conscious. 

This law, being adapted to free intelligences, demands a wil- 
ling subjection to its requirements ; and it is this unreserved 
subjection to its pure demands, which forms the consistent char- 
acter, and constitutes the sum of human happiness. Inconsis- 
tency, therefore, consists in an infraction of those immutable 
laws by which moral beings ought to be governed. Any prin- 
ciple, then, which tends to dissolve the connection which sub- 
sists between the law of God and the freedom of man, must be 
founded in error. And that the principle of fatality, espoused 
by Incontinens, mentioned in a former number, is subversive of 
man’s just responsibility, and totally destructive of that restraint 
which the law of God imposes upon the vicious inclinations of 
fallen man, is a truth supported by undeniable conclusions—- 
Conclusions deduced from the moral perfections of God—His 
holiness, wisdom, justice, goodness and truth. These perfec- 
lions of Deity all stand opposed to sin of every kind ; and we 
might as soon falsify a mathematical demonstration, as to recon- 
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cile with these perfections that principle of fatality which at. 
tributes moral evil to God as its efficient cause. 

This principle contradicts the plainest declarations of Gods 
word. ‘He that committeth sin is of the devil?,—* The soy) 
that sinneth it shall die”—* I abhor all lying lips”—* If an 
man saith that he knoweth God and keepeth not his command- 
ments, he is a liar.”” These are the solemn declarations of God; 
Hi and they strike most directly at the root of that system which 
eet promises eternal life to any who live in the indulgence of sinful 
ee Ml practices. 
ie It matters not whether a man professedly embrace this prin- 
ciple or not, if he sink down into an indolent inactivity, while 
professing to believe in the doctrines of Christianity, he is, 
ili though he may be insensible of it, under the appalling influence 

i of the doctrine of fatal necessity ; for it is obvious that this hea- 

i! thenish doctrine has a stronger hold upon the human heart than 

i we are aware of; the reason appears to be, because it is so 
perfectly congenial to the native sluggishness of man’s natural 
propensity in regard to spiritual things. To counteract the 
destructive tendency of this two-fold motive to vice, the prin- 
ciple of fatality, and the sluggishness of our fallen natures, a 
strict compliance with our Saviour’s injunction, 7'hat a man 
must deny himself, is indispensably necessary. And without 
this self-denial, so frequently urged by our great Prophet, no 
man can be a consistent believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

An impartial view of human characters will convince us, that 
inconsistency of conduct is not exclusively confined to the pro- 
fessed believers in universal divine efficiency ; but the same 
principle is practically exhibited in many of those who profess 
to believe in the contrary doctrine: the only difference is, the 
one follows the native tendency of his belief, while the other 
follows the inclinations of his unrenewed heart, in opposition 
to the dictates of his judgment and the requirements of truth. 

Where then is the consistent character? It is answered, the 
man who embraces truth and practises it. Look at the man who 
Baa has diligently searched for the truth as for hid treasure. He has 

ee ane embraced that system which harmonizes and illustrates all the 
ee dave divine perfections, so that he has a consistent and harmonious 
a iiis view of the divine character. He has such a perception of 

God’s government, operating continually in the strictest confor- 
mity to the principles of eternal rectitude, as is perfectly com- 
patible with the freedom and just responsibility of man. The 
system of redemption and salvation, as revealed in the Gospel, 
he perceives perfectly applicable to man in his present state; 
eae that it proposes to restore him to the lost image of God; and 
grcealian that it requires of mana sacrifice of all his corrupt passions and 
i inclinations ; in a word, that it requires him to be holy, because 
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God is holy. According to this belief, he endeavours to regu- 
late his conduct. 

His belief does not evaporate into airy speculations, nor tend 
to self-exaltation, nor furnish him with a license to sensual 
gratification ; but it acts as a powerful stimulus, exciting him to 
diligence in the discharge of every duty ; penetrates him with 
that humility which is the effect of self-knowledge, and to that 
steady self-denial, and conscientious improvement of his time 
and talent, to which a deep sense of his awful responsibility 
impels him. 

That he may not act out of character, he applies his mind 
with all diligence to acquire an accurate knowledge of those 
duties which originate from his relative situation in life; and 
then he applies himself with equal diligence to exemplify this 
knowledge in practice. See him moving in active life! you 
behold him master of the subjects in which he is engaged; 
and manifesting the purity of his intention, and the comprehen- 
siveness of his knowledge, in all his words and actions. Hav- 
ing fixed upon the glory of God as the ultimate end of all his 
conduct, and knowing that to glorify God is the only way to en- 
joy Him for ever, he bends all his force to the attainment of this 
object, discarding every thing which will interfere with his pur- 
suit, and laying every thing, which will subserve his purpose, 


under contribution for the accomplishment of that end. Sucha 
man is not only consistent, but he is happy. The glory of God 
surrounds him, and fills his soul with unspeakable pleasure. 

In such a man we behold those effects produced, which are the 
natural results of Christianity upon the heart and life.’ And 
were these or y visible in the spirit and conduct of the 


disciples of Christ, infidelity would have nothing to feed upon; 
and such characters as Incontinens, who sacrifice truth to the 
indulgence of their unlawful appetites, would be universally 
condemned. 

Now, if this is the natural tendency of Christianity, then that 
principle which permits men to live in sin, cannot belong to it. 
It has originated from another source. How then can any so- 
ber-minded man expect to enjoy the rewards of Christianity 
while living in open violation of its most sacred laws? As well 
might the indolent agriculturalist, who never cultivates the earth, 
expect to reap a rich harvest in Autumn, as for such a man to 
promise himself the felicities of another world. 

Lord Coke said, “To trace an error to its fountain-head is 
to refute it.2? We have endeavoured to trace this error to its 
fountain-head ; and we humbly trust that those who perceive 
whence it originates will no longer be led captive by it. But 
it is hard to part with an error that feeds our passionate incli- 
Clinations. Here lies the difficulty in the present case, * But 

Vou. IV, | 28 - 
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if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out—for it is better for thee 
to enter into life having but one eye, than having two eyes to 
be cast into hell-fire.”’ 


a 
EXTRACT FROM SILLIMAN’S TOUR FROM HARTFORD TO QUEBEC, 
SHAKING QUAKERS 


At Lebanon he entered the village of the Shakers, so call. 
ed, of whom he gives an interesting account.—Extracts follow: 
‘‘ Their worship, which I had an opportunity of seeing, is said 
to be less extravagant than formerly ; their dancing is still prac- 
tised, but with more moderation, and for a good many years, 
they have ceased to dance naked, which was formerly the 
case, and even with persons of different sexes. Their elders 
exercise a great influence over the minds of the young people, 
Fhe latter believe that the former hold a direct and personal 
intercourse with Christ and the Apostles, and that the elders 
have the power of inspecting their very thoughts and their most 
secret actions. 

*¢ In the great house of Lebanon there are near an hundred; 
the men live in their several apartments on the right as: they 
enter the house, and the women on the left, commonly four in 
aroom. They kneel in the morning, as soon as they rise, by 
the side of the bed, the same before they lie down; also before 
and after every meat. The brethren and sisters generally eat 
at the same time, at two long tables placed in the kitchen, men 
at one and women at the other; during which time they sit on 
benches and are all silent. They go to their meals walking in 
order, one Cirectly after the other; the head of the family or 
elder takes the lead of the men, and one calted the sister elder 
takes the lead of the women. Several women are employed 
cooking and waiting upon the table; they are commonly reliev- 
ed weekly by others. It is contrary to order, for a manor 
woman to sleep alone, but two of the brethren sleep together, 
and the sisters the same. It is contrary to order for a man to 
be alone with a woman, also to touch one another. Ifa man 
presents any thing toa female, ora female to a man, due care 
must be taken by each not to touch the other. It is contrary 
to order for a woman to walk out alone or to be alone. A man 
and woman are not allowed to converse together, except in the 
presence of some of the brethren and sisters. They some- 
times have what they call union meetings, when several of the 
brethren and sisters meet together, sit and converse and smoke 
their pipes. If a man is on the road in a carriage, it 1s con- 
trary to order for him to permit a woman to ride with him 95 
any account whatever. 
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Jt is contrary to order, or the Bilt, as they call it, to leave» 
any bars down, or gates open, or leave any thing they use out 
of its proper place; consequently they seldom have any thing 
lost. It ts according to the gift or order for all to endeavour to 
keep all things in order. Indolence and carelessness, they say, 
is directly opposite to the gospel and order of God ; cleanliness 
in every respect is strongly enforced—it is contrary to order 
even to spit on the floor. A dirty, careless, slovenly, or indo- 
lent person, they say cannot travel in the way of religion. ft 
is contrary to order to talk aloud, to shut the door hard, to rap 
ata door for admittance, or to make a noise in any respect ; 
even when walking they must be careful not to make a noise 
with their feet. ‘They go to bed at nine or ten o’clock and rise 
at four or five ; all that are in health go to work about sun-rise ; 
in-door mechanics, in the winter, work by candle light; each 
one follows such an employment as the deacon appoints for him. 
Every man and woman must be employed, and work steadily 
and moderately. When any are sick, they have the utmost at- 
tention paid to them. fa man is stck, if there is a woman who 
was his wife before he believed, she, in health, nurses and 
waits upon him. If any of them transgress the rules and or- 
ders of the church, they are not held in union until they confess 
their transgressions, and that often upon their knees, before 
the brethren and sisters.” , 





CAVES. 


Extract of a letter from an officer who accompanied General Sir Charles 
Colville in his tour and inspection of the Decan, containing a description of 
the memorable Hindu Caves, at Ellore, 1st March, 1820. 

‘THESE caves are eighteen miles from Arungahad, and 
consist of more than twenty excavations in a rocky mountain, 
which forms a semi-circle of about two thousand yards. The 
largest of the caves is called Khylass, or Paradise. It is cut 
through the solid rock, and no other material is used. The 
chissel seems to have been the only tool employed. A most 
beautiful stone temple is formed, adorned both inside and out- 
side with figures in basso relievo, and separate figures of the 
most exact symmetry, representing all the Hindu gods, their 
conquest of Ceylon, &c. There is a space between the scarp- 
ed rock and the temples with galleries, and a varandah under 
the furmer, in which there are fifty gigantic figures, with sym- 
bols of their history, &c. forming the whole of the Hindu my- 
thology. The dimensions of this cave are 240 feet in length, 
140 in breadth, and the scarp 90 feet in height. The temple 
has a moveable appearance, from elephants, tigers, &c. being 
cut underneath the floor, which appear to support the whole 
building, the heads and part of their bodies oaly being exposed 
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on the outside. Many of the other caves are equally extraor- 
dinary. There are flying figures, women, all the fanciful tales 
of the Hindu’s admirably depicted in stone. There isa mi- 
ser, about ten feet in height, with his mother, wife, and chil- 
dren clinging to his legs, whilst a thief is taking off his trea. 
sure. It is a groupe that might be placed near the Laocoon, 
and our sculptors might take lessons by a visit to these won- 
derful caves. ‘There are no natives now in existence equal 
to any thing of the kind. Some thousands must have been 
employed ; their origin is involved in obscurity. The general 
report is, that they were made about one thousand years ago, 
when the Boodh, or the Brahman religion was in the greatest 
splendor, and that they were used for schools, religious rites, 
dc. and the residence of the priests. There is a profusion and 
minuteness, elegance and lightness in the figures beyond de- 
scription. The whole of the orders are displayed on the pillars, 
which are cut out as if to support the rooms inside. No chu- 
man (lime) is used. There is some account of these caves in 
Col. Fitzclarence’s travels, and some beautiful and correct views 
of them by Daniels. They are thought by some superior in 
magnificence, though in another way, to the pyramids of 
Egypt.”"—-Weekly Recorder. 





IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A CANDIDATE FOR THE MINISTRY,» 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Henry Kirx Waite, to his friend. 


TO MR. 


St. John’s, August 15, 1806, 

My Goop Frienp, 

I have deferred writing to you until my return from 
Mr. s, knowing how much you would like to hear from 
me in respect to that dear family. I am afraid your patience 
has been tried by this delay, and 1 trust to this circumstance 
alone as my excuse. 

My hours have seldom flowed so agreeable as they did at 
S——, nor perhaps have ] made many visits which have been 
more profitable to me in a religious sense. The example of 
Mr. will, I] hope, stimulate me to a faithful preparation for 
the sacred office, to which I am destined. J say a faithful pre- 
paration, because I fear I am apt to deceive myself with respect 
to my present pursuits, and to think 1 am only labouring for the 
honour of God, when I am urging literary labours to a degree in- 
consistent with duty, and my real interests. Mr. is a good 











and careful pastor; my heart has seldom been so full, as when 
Ihave accompanied him to the chambers of the sick, or have 
heard his affectionate addresses to the attentive crowd, which 
Sills his school-room on Sunday evening. He is so earnest, and 
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yet so sober; so wise, and yetso simple! You, my dear R——, 
are now very nearly approaching to the sacred office, and I sin- 
cerely pray that you may be stimulated to follow after the pat- 
tern of our ‘aaalned friend. You may have Mr. ’s zeal, 
but you will need his learning and his judginent to temper it. 
Remember, that it is a work of much more self-denial, for a man 
of active habits to submit to a course of patient study, than 'to 
suffer many privations for Christ’s sake. In the latter the heart 
is warmly interested ; the other is the slow and unsatisfactory 
labour of the head, tedious in its progress, and uncertain in its 
produce. Yet there is a pleasare, great and indescribable 
pleasure, in sanctified study : the more wearisome the toil, the 
sweeter will it be to those who sit down with a subdued and 
patient spirit, content to undergo much tedium and fatigue, for 
the honour of God’s ministry. Reading, however dry, soon be- 
comes interesting, if we pursue it with a resolute spirit of in- 
vestigation, and a determinate purpose of thoroughly mastering 
what we are about. You cannot take up the most tiresome 
book, on the most tiresome subject, and read it with fixed atten- 
tion for an hour, but you feel a desire to go on; and here I 
would exhort you, whatever you read, read it accurately and 
thoroughly, and never to pass over any thing, however minute, 
which you do not quite comprehend. This is the only way to 
become really learned, and to make your studies satisfactory 
and productive. If I were capable of directing your course of 
reading, I should recommend you to peruse Butler’s Analogy, 
Warburton’s Divine Legation, Prideaux and Shuckford’s Con- 
nexions, and Milnor’s Church History, century for century ; 
along with Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History. ‘The latter is 
learned, concise, clear, and written in good scholastic Latin.-— 
Study the chronology of the Old-Testament, and, as a mean of 
making it interesting, trace out the completion of the prophe- 
cies. Read your Greek Testament with the nicest accuracy, 
tracing every word to its root, and seeking out the full force of 
particular expressions, by reference both to Parkhurst and 
Scapula. The derivation of words will throw great light on 
many parts of the New-Testament: thus, if we know that the 
word diaxovs a deacon, comes from 4 and xouw, to bustle about 
in the dust, we shall havea fuller notion of the humility of those 
who held the office in the primitive church. In reading the Old- 
Testament, wherever you find a passage obscure, turn to the 
Septuagint, which will often clear up a place better than fifty 
commentators. ‘Thus, in Joel, the day of the Lord is called “a 
day of gloominess, a day of darkness, and of clouds, like the 
morning spread upon the mountains,” which is a contradiction. 
Looking at the Septuagint, we find that the passage is mis- 
pointed, and that the latter metaphor is applied to the people : 
‘a people great and strong, like the morning spread upon the 
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mountains.”” The Septuagint is very easy Greek, quite as much 
so as the Greek Testament; and a little practice of this king 
will help you in your knowledge of the language, and make 
you a good critic. I perceive your English style is very un- 
polished, and I think this a matter of great moment. 1 should 
recommend you to read, and imitate as nearly as you can, the 
serious papers in the eighth volume of the Spectator, particular. 
ly those on the Ubiquity of the Deity. Accustom yourself to 
write down your thoughts, and to polish the style some time af. 
ter composition, when you have forgotten the expression. Aim 
at conciseness, neatness, and clearness ; never make use of fine 
or vulgar words. Avoid every epithet which does not add 
greatly to the idea, for every addition of this kind, if it do not 
strengthen, weakens the sentiment; and be cautious never to 
express by two words, what you can do’as well by one: a mul- 
tiplicity of words only hides the sense, just as a superabundance 
of clothes does the shape. Thus much for studies. 





EXTRACT FROM MISS HANNAH MOORE’S MORAL SKETCHES. 


Judgment is to the faculties of the mind, what charity is to 
the virtues of the heart: as without charity the latter are of 
little worth, so without judgment, talents are of little compara- 
tive use. | 

Judgment, with the aid of God’s spirit, and the instructions 
of his word, is the balance in which qualities are weighed; by 
which the proportions of our duties, and the harmony of our 
virtues, are preserved ; for it keeps not only the talents in just 
subordination, but the principles in due equipoise. 

When exercised in subservience to the Divine rule, the fac- 
ulty becomes a virtue, anda virtue of a higher order. It re- 
strains irregularity, it subdues vanity, it corrects impetuosity, 
it checks enthusiasm, and it checks it without diminishing zeal. 





ANECDOTE. 


The following original anecdote of the late Rev. John Wesley, we 
borrow from the Religious Intelligencer. 

‘‘ The first time,’”’ says Mr. Robert Miller, ‘I had the pleasure of 
being in company with the Rev. John Wesley was in the year 1683,” 
{we presume itshould be 1783) “1 asked him what must be done to 
keep Methodism alive when he was dead ;”” to which he immediately 
answered ; “‘ The Methodists must take heed to their pocrrine, their 
EXPERIENCE, their practice, and their piscipLine. If they attend to 
their doctrine only, they will make the people Antinomians ; if to 
the experimental part of religion only, they will make them Enthu- 
siasts ; if to the practical part only, they will make Pharisees; and if 
they do not attend to their discipline, they will be like persons who 
bestow much pains in cultivating their garden, and put no fence 
around it to save it from the wild boars of the forest.” 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion among the Methodists m 
the Western Country. 


No. 4. 
(Continued from page 35.) 
A CONCISE VIEW OF ITINERANT PREACHING. 


t. It is an express command of our Lord, that his ministers 
should ‘‘ Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.’ Till the denomination of christians, a branch of 
the Protestant Episcopalian Church, called Methodists, both 
the Wesleyan and Whitefield order had given rise to itinerant 
preaching, the pure and practical truths of the gospel were ob- 
scured in a great degree by a formal observance of ceremonies, 
or papal superstitions : since that period, the gracious truths 
of the gospel of peace were never so spread since the days of 
the apostles. 

2. There is something very interesting in the fife of an itin- 
erant preacher; and since we have, in our preceding numbers, 
sketched some of the good effects resulting from the travelling 
plan, we may be excused, if we claim some indulgence in this 
number, in making a few remarks on this subject, as we may 
hereafter trace its progress in the western states. 

3. The discovery of magnetism has given rise to the naviga- 
tion of all the open seas: the wings of the wind bear the ships 
to the very ends of the earth. The spark of light, first struck 
by the praying students of Oxford, seems to have caught into a 
holy blaze, and is now extending from sea to sea, and we trust 
soon will extend “ from the river even to the ends of the earth;”” 
whilst the very ships appear now ready to earry the glad tidings 
from the more blessed world. The successful operation of the 
travelling plan, has, indeed, roused the other denominations of 
christians, hitherto stationary and fixed in their places, to the 
laudable ambition of attempting, in some degree, to keep pace 
with the successors of those flaming heralds of salvation, by 
the institution of their missionary societies, which, with that of 
the itinerant, have now extended almost to every part of the 
globe the blessed gospel of the Son of God. ‘ How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good ti- 
dings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth sarvation ; that saith unto Zion, thy God 
reigneth !? ‘The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God.” 
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4. To have in the first instance commenced a plan, such as 
that of the itinerant order now existing, in such direct opposi- 
tion to the religious establishments throughout Christendom, 
must have undoubtedly required, like the first rise of christian- 
ity, to encounter the impending difficulties and prejudices of 
mankind, supernatural aid: and like to the first establishment 
of christianity, the itinerant plan was carried into full and com- 
pe operation, in the general, by men of humble birth, and 

ut moderate expectations: except a Paul or an Apollos ap. 


peared to be reared up by Divine Providence to investigate 


truth, and by their learning and eloquence to remove impedi- 
ments and difficulties lying in the way, and hindering the regu. 
lar progression of so noble and excellent a system, instituted 
for the universal spread of the gospel: and happily for the 
church, such characters have been reared up, when circumstan- 
ces have called for such attainments, to enforce or defend the 
doctrines of God’s holy word. The days of miracles, such 
miracles as were wrought by the apostles, are indeed past. 
But, for us to argue that men are not. now influenced by the 
same blessed Spirit, in being called, qualified, and spiritually 
enlightened to call sinners to repentance, would appear to ar- 
gue an inconsistency with the holy scriptures, as well as the 
being of a holy God: God is the same, the plan of salvation 
the same, and human nature is the same, that it was 1820 years 
ago. And, it may be very justly and properly contended, that 
the reason why there is not now such immediate displays of di: 
vine grace, and in a more powerful, or extraordinary manner, 
is, because we do not live as much devoted to God, and willing 
to receive those blessings, which He, in His goodness, is ready 
and willing to bestow upon us, as the christians did in the prim- 
itive days of christianity. 

5. To those acquainted with the primitive Methodist preach- 
ers, there appears evidently to be something very peculiar in 
their character. To see men of their description going forth 
from obscurity into an employment, the most important under 
the sun, yet loaded with reproaches, and stigmatized by man- 
kind of almost all descriptions, as evil doers, deceivers, and 
other bad names—to move out too into such an employment 
under the fullest persuasion of the infirmities and weaknesses 
incident to them as men—to feel their own inability—to see ne 
help around them—to have no sympathizing friend to commune 
with—no source of enjoyment or satisfaction fromthe world, in 
which they live and breathe—not frequently having the prospect 
of food and raiment—cut off from the cheering sources of con- 
solation which sweetly flows to the soul, from having a home, 
and the enjoyment of domestic happiness—destined to travel 
up and down through a world, whose finger of scorn and con- 
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tempt is hourly pointed at them—to behold its frowns, frequently 
like lowering clouds, ready to break into torrents of persecu- 
tion: and in fine, not unfrequently to see the rabble with dirt 
and stones, staves and bludgeons, brick-bats and _fire-arms, with 
a huzza, from the motley mixed multitude, making an assault up- 
on an humble, inoffensive individual, preaching the plain and 
simple truths of the gospel; gives us much the same view of 

imitive Methodism, as those salutations which christianity 
received in its rise and progress. If thousands of these peo- 
ple were not burnt, or otherwise destroyed, no thanks to poor 
human nature for it. ‘The cause was God’s, and the “ gates of 
hell could not prevail against it.” 

6. Add to this the difficulties arising from another source, 
necessarily nr nig him in his itinerating life at this early 
period of Methodism. The itinerant became a wanderer on 
the earth: he had no settled place of abode: at this period it 
was only those that led a life of celibacy could travel extensive- 
ly: his company and his accommodations must be taken as 
they come: the rules for self-government were rigid, and rigidly 
enforced: his life must be in conformity thereto: but little rest 
and much labour: he must preach on all occasions, day or 
night: he must not only travel through heat and cold, frost 
and snow, but exchange his lodgings so frequently as to be ex- 

osed to danger from Discus from this particular circumstance. 
But at this time, such scenes only go to establish us in the firm- 
est belief of the purity 6f his intentions. Instead of honour 
from the world, he obtained reproach—instead of applause, 
scandalous reports. He obtained poverty in place of wealth; 
danger, sorrows, trials, sufferings, hunger, thirst, and naked- 
ness, in place of the blessings of life. Surely then, such cha- 
racters as these must look to some source, other than this world, 
fora reward; for if they seek it here, they are indeed but 
poorly compensated. 

7. Admit then, that‘a prospect of happiness, and a reward 
for toils and sufferings hereafter be firmly fixed, and on a solid 
foundation : admit it with all its glorious reality, and we may 
then discover from whence that source of consolation arises, 
which bears up the mind far above the calamitous scenes of 
life: assured of this source of bliss, the christian minister in 
his peregrinations, finds a communication opened betwixt God 
and his own soul: amidst, therefore, these perilous scenes of 
life, his mind is fixed and stayed on God: his hope is in hea- 
ven, and his possessions laid up in the mansions of bliss. He 
looks down upon the vanities of life; he discovers that things 
of time quickly pass away, and he like “ an arrow shot through 
the air,” is hurried to the upper world. The light afflictions 
of life are readily ascertained to be but for a moment ; his mind 
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therefore runs after those things which are eternal : the things 
of God—to be like him—to be happy. To be like him in com- 
municating good, and rejoicing in the felicity of those that re. 
ceive good at his hand, with reciprocal dispositions of soul. 
Why then need he regard the variegated scenes and affairs of 
life ? Whilst he is thus passing from place to place, if to-day 
he be exalted to dignity and power, to-morrow he may be hu- 
miliated as a beggar: if to-day he abounds in the fulness and 
in the fatness of the land, to-morrow he may be denied the rights 
of hospitality : if to-day he may be made to rejoice as a happy 
recipient of good from the hand of a faithful Redeemer and 
Preserver, to-morrow he may be made to weep and mourn: if 
to-day the Sun of righteousness reflecting beams of light upon 
his soul, scatters all away, to-morrow he may be made to pass 
under dark and gloomy clouds: if to-day he be surrounded by 
his christian and most beloved of friends, to-morrow he may be 
beset by persecutors: and thus detached from earth, amidst 
reproaches and labours, he experiences from day to day a sweet 
antepast of heaven. 

8. It is the hope of the enjoyment of the blessings of another 
world, that thus actuates the soul of the pious and devoted itin- 
erant minister. If, however, itinerancy has its difficulties as 
we have suggested, it has its consolations also. Detached in 
a great degree from the cares of life; the soul expands, the 
mind is stimulated to action, and the passing scenes and events 
of life cheer the spirits. The itinerant gathers much from ac- 
tual experience, both of men and things in general; the sur- 
rounding country opens a field for contemplation: his knowl- 
edge thus treasured up is practical, it is gathered from every 
day’s experience, as well as from books. Hence it appears 
that PRACTICAL, and not scIENTIFIC men, were chosen by our 
Lord to preach the gospel, and men of the same cast to spread 
the gospel in the latter day glory of the church. To such the 
great book of life and the great book of nature are opened wide 
to their view, and how could they fail to teach what they know, 
and that which they feel from day to day. If the preaching of 
the gospel had been confided to the book-worms of the earth, 
that raise such a hue and cry about a regular ministry, it 
must have been dearly bought indeed, and then offered to poor 
sinners only on partial terms; shut up in cities, it would not 
even been heard in market places nor in the corners of the streets, 
and very seldom in the synagogues : under both the Jewish and 
christian economy, when religion fell into such hands exclusive- 
ly, we know well what the true state of things was. The Ro- 
man Catholic, and many of the protestant churches, deviated 
from the simplicity of the gospel. It was the itinerant plan that 
revived it, and that supported by the local pillars, many of whom 
taught in the itinerant school, bears up the spiritual building a! 
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this time with inconceivable strength. Depraved, indeed, must 
be the taste of one, who could fail to improve opportunities to - 
acquire knowledge in such a school. 

“Honour and shame from no condition rise,” 

Act well your part, there all the honour lies. 

* * * * * * * * * 


Weak foolish man! Will heaven reward us there, 


With the same trash mad mortals wish for here ? 
* co * 4 * * * * * 


“¢‘ How oft by these at sixty are undone, 
The virtues of a saint at twenty-one !” 
It is ‘*‘ worth that makes the man ;” 


Holiness the saint. 


9. Indeed, it is a school, well calculated to improve the mind, 
and to cultivate the heart; and who would not be delighted 
thus to improve in so virtuous a school? What is all the knowl- 
edge that must fail ? What of all terrestrial things that shall be 
consumed in the general conflagration! But to have an eternity 
in view! A theatre, that shall be open to eternal action: pos- 
sessing knowledge that shall open to springs of eterna! conso- 
lation: Riches that shall endure forever: Honour that shall 
ever shine, and never be reproached nor contemned: Glory 
that shall never fade away, whilst one eternal round of joy 
shall, through vast eternity, break in upon the soul: Streams 
of consolation from the fountain of all good shali fill the mind, 
and all the faculties of sense with radiant beams of bliss : affords 
that remuneration, that crown of rejoicing to the faithful soul, 
which overbalances all the sufferings and afflictions of the right- 
eous. 

10. And, what is equally exhilarating to all, of every grade 
and condition, is, that this blessed reward is not confined to 
one order. It is not circumscribed to the learned nor to the 
walks of the great; but the condition affixed to the salvation of 
all, is alike within the reach of all: however variant the dispo- 
sitions as well as the genius and temperaments may be, the re- 
quirement is the same, and is presented as a qualification on 
their part, for the enjoyment of God. It is first to give up the 
perishing objects of this world, to obtain those which are eter- 
nal: it is holiness: it is to be like God. Whether we. fill the 
high-priest’s office, or set at the footstool of the council as an 
humble scribe, or officiate at the altar, or a hewer of wood; or 
a carrier of water, God our father looks not at the station, but 
at the heart. The dimest star, in the radiant crown of a suffer- 
ing Lazarus, shall far out-shine in glory, the richest diadem of 
the most sparkling genius. Vain indeed are gifts or acquire- 
ments without humility of soul! vo 

11. The eloquence of the experienced: orator is always the 
most powerful: itis the language of the heart.- Pulpit elo- 
quence, which flows like streams from the fountain, had been 
long obstructed ; sermons had become stiff and formal, read as 
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a tale of old, or repeated by rote, till evangelical preaching re. - 
vived by the projectors of the plan in question. These could 
speak that which they knew ; and what is of moment, the great 
bulk of mankind, and indeed we believe it to be an universal 
principle, that people adhere more to the man who teaches 
from his own experience and knowledge of things, than he who 
attempts to teach from books only, or the experience of others, 
Give me the man for my guide that has travelled the way him- 
self. 

12. Conscious of the correctness and purity of the intention, 
and usefulness of the first itinerant ministers of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, as well as the founders of Methodism in Eu. 
rope, we have made our preceding remarks general: if many 
of them indeed have not run well, that does not change our po- 
sition. Why may not a man fall from grace, as well as angels 
to fall from heaven! We only have to deplore that which we 
cannot controul. As to the present generation of ministers 
coming upon the great theatre of action, who are faithfully 
dispensing the word of eternal life, some of whom soar on 
lofty pinions, permit the author of this sketch to remark, that 
whilst these heralds of salvation are flying through the earth 
with glad tidings of great joy which shall be to all people, he 
will be happy to fulfil the humble task of a recording angel, 
and with joy transmit to posterity in the best manner he knows 
how, (and the very short time he can appropriate todo so will 
permit) what the Lord has done, and is still doing, to save a 
fallen world! 

THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS. 

Mount-Carmel, Illinois, Feb. 21, 1821. 


es 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW-HAVEN. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


New-Haven, March 14, 1821. 
Dear BreTuReEnN, 

Accorpine to promise, I give you an account of the re- 
vival of religion in this city, commencing with February, 1820. 
At that time a number of faithful members of the Methodist 
Church, covenanted together to pray for an out-pouring of the 
Spirit of God; our gracious Redeemer soon answered, and the 
work of reformation began. Our Society were in the ¢pirit of 
the work, and the fruit of their labours of love soon began to 
appear, in the happy deliverance of a number of souls from the 
bondage of sin and satan into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God. Of these, about forty were admitted on proba- 
tion in our church; these, with the exception of a few, have 
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been received into full membership. When brother Elijah He- 
bard, who was then their preacher, taok leave of them for Con- 
ference, there was a suspension of the work for about four 
weeks. I arrived at this station about the middle of June, and 
was soon met by Mr. John N. Maffitt, a very zealous and use- 
fal minister of Christ, a member of the Quarterly Conference 
in New-London, and entirely devoted to the work of God.— 
The blessing of God remarkably attended his labours, and the 
revival broke out anew. On Sabbath, the 25th of June, | re- 
ceived twelve, and from that time the work spread with a good 
degree of rapidity. After this revival had added about sixty to 
our church, our Congregational brethren, acknowledging that 
the Lord was with us of a truth, invited brother Maffitt to preach 
in one of their meeting-houses: I attended, his text was in the 
9th of Ezekiel from the 5th to about the 7th verse, on the mark 
‘being set on those that sigh and cry for the abominations done 
in the land, and the slaughter of those that had not the mark; 
Until that evening, I believe, there had not been any appear- 
ance of revival among them; but from that time a trembling 
took place among backslidden professors and other sinners ; 
and the inquiry spread, ‘“‘ What must I doto be saved?” Their 
ministers roused, and entered into the work. We did not, how- 
ever, unite; although they became somewhat Methodistical in 
their manner of nursing the mourners and the lambs of their 
flock, and in their manner of praying and teaching; so that 
many of our spiritual children, instead of uniting with those 
who had been instrumental in their conversion, as is often the 
case under similar circumstances, joined the Congregational 
Churches. Had all those who have been brought to God un- 
der the Methodist ministry, joined our society, we should pro- 
duce a much longer list of probationers than we now have. 
Surely it has been one of the greatest revivals that I have ever 
seen. Churchmen, Congregationalists, Yale College,.and Meth- 
odists, each reaped their harvest ; and God has not suffered us 
to fall in the rear. The number added to the communion of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, for the year, is seventy: Yale 
College, they say, thirty: to each of the two Congregational 
Churches, about one kundred and twelve; and to the Metho- 
dists one hundred and eighty, not twenty of whom have de- 
clined their probation. ‘There is, however, some ground of 
apology on the part of our Congregational brethren for encom- 
passing some of our children in their net; for some of our most 
valuable members, in time past, came from their communion; 
they now have their pay with ample interest. The work amongst 
us has not yet ceased. Our congregations are continually 
crowded, and many are under awakenings, and a deep solem- 
nity rests on the hearers. An attentive audience, and a present 
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God, give animation to the exercises of both the pulpit and 
the altar. New-Haven, so eminent for literature, has truly be. 
come eminent for the religion of Jesus. Some awakening is 
breaking forth among the Baptists, so that each denomination 
may say, that Jenovan our RicHTeEovusness, shall be glorified, 
O ride on victorious Immanuel! A little polemical divinity 
among us brightens up the sword of the Spirit in our hands, 
without destroying brotherly love among the different Minis. 
tersand Churches. We have abundant evidence that difference 
of sentiment is perfectly compatible with Christian charity ; 
for we all hope soon to sing a Saviour’s love together in a bet- 
ter world. Thus, while we differ in judgment respecting some 
doctrinal points, we unite in Christian affection, and endeavour 
to reciprocate the laws of kindness and brotherly love. The 
fields are still white, and there are yet more sinners than we 
can all harvest. We hope not to fall out by the way, although we 
think it our duty to contend for the truth, and strive to preserve 
those converted under our ministry under our pastoral care, that 
they may avoid, what we consider, the pernicious effects of er- 
roneous doctrine. O Zion! when shall thy watchmen see eye 
to eye, and bible Calvinists and bible Arminians form one or- 
thodox brotherhood? It may be interesting to add that bro- 
ther Maffitt spent the last of the summer, the fall and winter, in 
New-London, Hartford, Windsor, and the various neighbour. 
hoods of each, with much success, particularly in Hartford, where 
he has laboured most. ‘The Methodist Church there, which was 
most none, now consists of nearly one hundred souls, who are 
about building a house of worship. Our own house of worship 
in this city, which for years was sufficiently large, has, since 
this revival, been so much too small, as to call forth our efforts 
for erecting a larger one, 80 feet by 68, and is in such pro- 
gress that, within three or four weeks, we expect the foundation 
to be laid. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes. When Jenovan hath a work to be done, men and 
means are at his command; and he that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh at all his opposers, and even the wrath of man may 
be anal to his praise. May He who planted a small sprig of 


a Vine in this city twenty-five years ago, cause it to spread and 
take deep root till it vie with the oaks of the neighbouring for- 
est. Wittram THAcuer. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Providence, March 7, 1821. 
Dear BRETHREN, 


I am happy to have an opportunsty to send you informa- 
tion of a revival of religion, with which the Lord has again fa- 
voured this people, and which you are at liberty to insert in 
your valuable Magazine. B. Orneman. 


For months past.our congregation has been numerous, and un- 
usually serious: our prayer has constantly been, that Jehovah 
would pour out his spirit upon the people ; nor has prayer been 
in vain. 

On Sabbath the 11th of February last, the word preached was 
evidently attended with the power of God to the hearts of the 
people. In the evening after sermon we had a prayer-meeting, 
and a great part of the congregation staid; after some time was 
spent in mutual exhortation, | invited those persons who felt the 
burden of sin, and the need of an interest in Christ, to come for- 
ward, and kneel at the altar; several came, bowed before the 
Lord, and with streaming eyes requested prayers; one was a 
woman bowed under the weight of three score years ; the throne 
¢ a was immediately supplicated, and one found the peace 
of God. 

From that evening the work has spread; our meeting-house 
has every evening been thronged, while the altar has been sur- 
rounded with awakened souls. And praised be God! within 
four weeks there have been between seventy and eighty souls 
brought out of darkness into God’s marvellous light; among 
whom there are a number of heads of families. These persons 
who a few weeks since were without God and hope, are now 
engaged in inviting their friends to come and taste and see that 
the Lord is good. O may hundreds accept of their invitation! 
The doctrines which have been enforced before and during the 
revival, are the same as those we have always found to be “ the 
power of God unto salvation.”” Such as the Deity of Christ, 
the depravity of the human heart, the fulness of the atonement, 
and the absolute necessity of repentance and faith in order toa 
real change of heart, and holiness of life. There is yet a seri- 
ousness among the people, and we are praying for another show- 
er of mercy. I amalso happy to state that the church in this 
place is increasing in holiness, as well as in numbers. O that 
we may always be a peculiar people, redeemed from all iniqui- 
ty, and zealous of good works. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD IN NEW-LONDON DISTRICT, 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Erastus Otis, to the Editors, dated 
Millford, March 27, 1821. 


Dear BretHREN, 

Tue following outlines of a work of God in the New. 
London District, you are at liberty to publish in your useful 
Magazine. 

1 am at a loss for language to express the great things the 
Lord has done for this district within two years; especially 
when I reflect that we live in those regions where the fire of re- 
formation has not spread with that rapidity, as you have been 
accustomed to witness in your part of the country. Our Camp. 
Meetings, the year pert have been attended with great and last. 
ing good to the souls of men. Some hundreds have been made 
the subjects of converting grace. The work has embraced men 
of almost all ages. Parents and children, friends and neigh- 
bours, before strangers to that divine love which so strongly 
cements hearts together, have felt its uniting influence, and have 
hailed each other as children of the same Father, and as being 
candidates for the same blissful immortality. To witness their 
child-like simplicity, when brought from darkness to light, was 
truly delightful to my soul. 

The work thus begun has progressed, and spread in different 
directions, so that the whole district has been greatly blessed. 

Our increase last year was not far from one thousand ; and 
the glorious work is still extending among the several circuits 
which compose this district ; so much so, that we daily witness 
the convicting, converting, and sanctifying power of God on the 
souls of men. The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth! Let the 
earth rejoice, and all the friends of Zion shout for joy! Need- 
ham circuit especially has been highly favoured of the Lord; 
and the labours of brothers Osborn, Pain, and M‘Kee have been 
greatly owned of the Lord. Brother Tucker is also reaping a 
rich harvest of souls in Somersett, where the work has recently 
commenced, and continues to increase. Some far advanced in 
years are the subjects of it. Providence also, under the faithful 
administration of brother Otheman has been highly favoured ; 
and such is the attention excited, that hundreds are sometimes 
under the necessity of retiring for want of room. [| suppose 
brother Otheman has sent you a particular account of this gra- 
cious work. 

It is to me no small satisfaction to be the harbinger of good 
tidings to the friends of Zion. Not only careless sinners are 
aroused, and brought from darkness to light, but those also who 
had a name to hve while dead, are brought to life, and many 











% 


LETTER FROM J. GOODSELL TO P..P. SANDFORD.. 2338 


lukewarm professors, have had their souls quickened, while be- 
lievers have been excited to seek for full redemption in the 
blood of the Lamb; and not a few have found this pearl of great 
price, and are now walking in holiness, rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of God. — 

O! that the good Lord might impart this divine flame to you, 
my dear brethren, and to all the disciples of our blessed Lord. 

I am, with esteem and love, 
Yours, Erastus Oris. 





LETTER FROM MR. JOHN GOODSELL, TO THE REV. PETER P. 
SANDFORD. 
Dear BrortuHer, 

Beine persuaded that the prosperity of Christ’s kingdom 
is a subject in which you are highly interested, I send you an 
epitomized account of the work of grace among us, which has 
been gradually carried forward since last spring. An attention 
to religious instruction and much solemnity in our congregation 
for several months, were indicative ef the revival of religion 
now witnessed among us. | 

During that period of time, the peculiar tenets of Mr. Calvin 
of etaevial and irrespective decrees, were fully and critically in- 
vestigated before our congregation, by brothers S d and 
B——n. ‘This excited much interest among our brethren and 
the people generally ; but the advocates of the doctrine of par- 
ticular election and reprobation, believed that the result of their 

olemical discourses would prove unfriendly to the interest of 
religion. If (thought !) the doctrine of free and fuil salvation, 
which our brethren preach, and which they oppose to partial 
redemption and eternal reprobation, be true, their labour will 
be found ‘ not in vain in the Lord.”? I waited anxiously to 
witness the result of their ministerial labours, and am happy 
to state, that some have been not only persuaded that grace 1s 
free for all, but themselves are now the subjects of that grace. 

Our camp-meeting on the 20th of August last, was a time of 
great prosperity to our Zion. During the meeting, our preach- 
ers and people were greatly animated in the work of God, and 
the labours of the stand and of the praying circles, were attend- 
ed with much solemnity, and were executed with ease and reg- 
ularity. ‘The word preached served to disarm the sinner of 
his weapons, and drive him from his subterfuge of lies, in which 
he trusted, and as the arrows of the Almighty with which his 
soul was wounded. The tears profusely shed, gave witness of 
general concern and anxiety to be saved: and many that came 
to the meeting to satisfy a vain mind, went therefrom convert- 
ed to God. 

“Vor. TY. | 30 
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It is believed from observation taken at the meeting, and 
from report of the numbers taken into society on this and the 
adjacent circuits, since the camp-meeting, that more than one 
hundred were converted at it. 

The morning of separation was a time of general sympathy, 
and the sighs and tears of the people were expressive of the 
tender regard which these kindred seuls reciprocated in giving 
the parting hand, and that their hearts were united in the bonds 
of a peaceful gospel: even those of the multitude that were 
not moved by the thunder of Sinai, nor at the “ shaking of his 
pilttering spear,’ were deeply affected at this parting scene, 

found after the meeting was concluded, a pupil of mine, weep- 
ing, whom I asked why she wept, she replied, ‘1 want neil 
gion.”? J asked her father how long time his daughter had 
been thus exercised ; not (said he) till the present moment. 
1 asked the mother if she were willing that her daughter should 
embrace religion : deeply affected, she replied, ““O yes.”? We 
kneeled before our God and made intercession for this penitent 
soul. The season was gracious; the circumstances of the 
meeting were affecting. While many were wounded, some 
were comforted with a sense of pardoning grace. Our prayer- 
meeting on the second Thursday after the camp-meeting, was 
attended with signal instances of divine goodness. While 
pres was made for the people, I noticed some penitents who 

ad kneeled, and were groaning for redemption in Christ. A 
short distance from these, I found a pupil of mine weeping, and 
saying, “*O God have mercy on me.”’ I invited him to repair 
to the room in which the people were principally seated, and 
in which his mother and sister were deeply affected at a view 
of their moral wretchedness. I had been engaged in prayer 
but a short time for these mourners, when I was interrupted b 
the noise of a young man fallen close behind me, who was muc 
affected: he groaned, wept, and trembled. At this instant I 
perceived another in an adjoining apartment who had left his 
seat, and had chosen a more humble place, on which he had 
prostrated himself before God. His humble posture, his ear- 
nest intercession and his groans, were sufficient to engage the 
pity of all, even of those whose hearts are callous to human 
woe: nor will (I think) the picture of that penitential scene be 
soon obliterated from my memory. 

At succeeding peeningh the work of grace went forward with 
equal strength and rapidity ; and while some were brought cap- 
tives at the feet of Christ, others were emancipated from the 
bondage of sin, and praised God for redeeming love. During 
this period of peculiar grace, twelve pupils of mine have been 
hopefully converted to God, who give evidence of a work of 
grace wrought upon them. The number converted in this 
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place is more than twenty ; and our class is not the only one 
that has witnessed so prosperous a time : many sections of our 
circuit have been sharers with us in this harvest of grace. The 
number taken into our society on this circuit, since the camp- 
meeting, is more than one hundred. Nor is our circuit alone 
benefited by our late camp-meeting ; the good effects of it have 
been realized on New-Windsor circuit. Brother H. Bangs, of 
that circuit, informs me that he has added nearly one hundred 
to our society. A goodly number (the definiteness of which 
has not been ascertained) has been added to Dutchess circuit, 
who embraced religion at our late camp-meeting. 
I am your brother in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ. 
Joun GoopsELL. 
Rev. Peter P. Sandfard. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
AT the present time, when the success of Missionary exertions has av- 
swered every objection which the ingenuity of men could raise against the 
cause, it is needless to say much in its defence. Experiment is the truest test 
of all theories. And christianity, io all its branches, acquires new lustre, and 
exhibits increased excellence whenever its merits are brought to a close and 
impartial investigation. Even the malice of its foes has been rendered sub- 
servient to the manifestation of its superlative excellence. Who, then, will 
refuse to lend his aid for the diffusion of christian principles? It is devoutly 
hoped that the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, will 
contribute its full quota towards accomplishing the grand object for which 
the Saviour came into our world. 

According to an article in the original Constitution of this Society, the 
General Conference was authorized to locate the parent Society, wherever 
the Book-Concern should be established—to make provision for the equitable 
apportionment of its funds, and any other alteration which they might con- 
sider expedient, if recommended by the Board of Managers. In conformity 
with this provision, and with a desire to have the ultimate management of the 
Society uoder the General Conference, the Board submitted the Constitution 
to that body at their last session in Baltimore, for their sanction, recommend- 
ing. at the same time, that the words “ Bible,”’ and “In America,” should be 
left out of the title of the Society. The object contemplated in recommend- 
ing these alterations, was, to make the Society exclusively Missionary. The 
number of bibles and testaments published and distributed by the American 
Bible Society, and its numerous Auxiliaries, the Board thought were amply 
sufficient to supply the destitute with the word of life, without devoting the 
funds of this Society to that purpose. 

The General Conference took the subject into consideration, made the ne- 
cessary alterations in the Constitution, and gave the Society their unqualified 
approbation. The institution is, therefore, now considered under the patron- 
age of the General Conference. And in order to embrace in its operations, 
as much as possible, the whole strength of our church, and to diffuse its influ- 
ence through the entire body, the General Conference recommended it to 
each Annual Conference, and requested the General Superintendents to use 
their influence to give effect to the recommendation, to form auxiliary and 
branch Societies within their respective bounds. And we rejoice in being 
able to say, that some of the Conferences have already formed themselves inte 
Auxiliary Societies. 

The South-Carolina Conference, at its last session, became auxiliary, and 


likewise resolved to make weekly cent collections within the limits of the 
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Conference, for the purpose of sending missionaries among the Indians gr 
elsewhere. ‘Two missionaries were appointed for the Mississippi, and one 
to travel through the bounds of the Conference to promote the general ob- 
jects of the Missionary Society, and to make collections for the instruction of 
the Indian tribes. The following is an extract from a copy of the instructions 
furnished ihe missionary by the Superintendeats. 

‘¢ You are direeted, and it is made your duty, to travel extensively within 
the limits of the South-Carolina Conterence, in order, Ist. To do the work of 
a missionary in such parts as are destitute, and require to be supplied. 

2d. ‘To form Societies for missionary purposes ; to institute Sunday-Schools, 
and to instruct the youth. 

3d. To use your best endeavours in aid of the general objects of the Mis- 
sionary Society ; to make collections for missionary purposes, and especially 
for the support of such establishments among the Indians as may be formed 
under our superintendency. 

4th. To visit the Indians, the Choctaws in particular, in order to ascertain 
the most eligible situation for a mission or missions among them, and to fa- 
cilitate, by all proper means, the establishment of suck mission or missions.” 

Onc missionary has been sent from the New- York Conference with instruc- 
tions, if possible, to preach (o the French inhabitants of Louisiana: but by in- 
formation received from him, it appears he has not yet had any access to the 
French; but is preaching to large and attentive congregations of the English 
inhabitants of New-Orleans. 

In mentioning this mission, the Board takes great pleasure in acknowledg- 
ing a donation of vibles and testaments from the American Bible Society. 

Hearing that a mission to the Floridas was in contemplation, the Managers 
of that grand national institution very generously voted a donation of one 
hundred French bibles, and fifty French testaments, and two hundred Spanish 
testaments, to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. A 
part of these were sent to our missionary, Rev. Ebenezer Brown, for gratui- 
tous distribution. Inour last annual report, it was stated that the Domestic 
Missionary Society of Boston had determined to become auxiliary to this So- 
ciety. They have done so, under the title of ‘*‘ The New-England Confer- 
ence Missionary Society of Boston, auxiliary to the Missionary Soeiety of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” And in their first annual report, transmitted 
to us, they acknowledge the existence of a Branch Society in the town of 
Lynn, aod another in Boston. ‘Their report concludes in these words: ‘‘ We 
have experienced no diminution of missionary ardour, nor feel any abatement 
of that zeal for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, by which we 
were first prompted to unite our exertions with those of our brethren in the 
common cause. May the great head of the church prosper our endeavours.” 

A Society has been formed in the city of Baltimore, under the following 
title: ‘*‘ The Baltimore Conierence Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh.”’ Their Corresponding 
Secretary has forwarded to us their Constitution and first annual report, from 
which the following is an extract: ‘‘ The Managers feel pleased in stating 
that their brethren in Annapolis have, very cheerfully and promptly, united 
to aid in the cause of missions, and have formed a Society auxiliary to this. 
In our own country, and among ourselves, much has been done by a few in- 
dividuals and particular Societies ; but being in detached parts, and the num- 
ber engaged in it comparitively small, no calculation could be made on any 
thing as permanent. [he disadvantages of such a state of things have been 
felt. System was wanting to.unite all parts, and tocall forth greater exer- 
tions. ‘To accomplish this important and desirable.end, the Missionary Soci- 
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church has been established. The plan pro- 

osed by that Society, and which, in the recommendation of the General Con- 
ference, has been adopted, is, that the parent institution be located with the 
Book-Concern, and that auxiliaries be formed throughout the United States : 
that thus, by uniting all the means, and placing them under the view and con- 
troul of ihe Superintendents, they may at once see to what extent they can 
engage in missions. 

Can we view the providential openings among the aborigines of this coun- 
try, their reception of the gospel, the conversion of a number of them, and 
{heir earnest solicitations for missionary instruction, with indifference? Ca 
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we hear the universal call from our frontier borders for missionary aid without 
concern? We cannot. We rejoice in beholding the opening prospect, and 
cordially unite to contribute our aid in furthering so good a cause as that of 
issions. 

The Managers congratulate the Society, and the Christian world, on the 
united and mighty efforts making in the cause of missions. May they copn- 
tinue and increase until all * that sit in darkness shall see a great light—until 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” , 

By information received from Rev. Martin Ruter, it appears that an aux- 
iliary society is formed in Cincinnatti. These, together with those formed 
last year, make the number of auxiliary and branch societies to be sixteen, 
Viz. 

The Female Missionary Society of N. Y. Auxiliary, Xc. 

The Young Men’s Missionary Society, do. 

Courtlandt circuit, do. do. 

Stamford circuit, do. do. 

New- Rochelle, do. _ _ do. 

The Genesee Conference, do. located in Ithaca. 

The New-England Conference do. located in Boston. 

. The Auxiliary Society of Columbia, S. Carolina. 

South-Carolina Conference Missionary Society, do. 

10. Tbe Baltimore Conference, do. do. located in the city 
of Baltimore. ; 

11. The Auxiliary Society of Cincionatti. 

12. The Branch Society at Annapolis. 

13. The Branch Society at Lyon. 

14. The Female Branch Society of Boston. 

15. Pope’s Chapel Branch to the S. Carolina Society. 

16. The Female Auxiliary Society of Albany. 

When we recollect that this Society has been in existence only two years, 

we shall find abundant cause of gratitude to God for the success which has at- 

tended its operations, and for the genera] interest excited for its welfare and 

extension. 

In the course of the year past, very encouraging information has been re- 
ceived ange the progress of the work of God among the Wyandotts at 
Sandusky. A Missionary under the patronage of the Ohio Conference is sta- 
tioned among them; and, through his instrumentality the work of reforma- 
tion so happily begun, has spread, and, we believe, is still spreading. » 

To evangelize these natives of the forests, is one pritne object of this So- 
ciety, and we hope the time is not far distant when the songs of redeeming 
love shall echo through their mountains and valleys. 

We bear indeed a cry from beyond the Alleptany, ** Come over and help 
us.” Lo! the fields are white for the harvest. The western tribes are ready for 
the word of eternal life. The abodes of savage men will soon be enlightened 
with the Jamps of salvation. The war hoop shall subside in shouts of hosanna 
to the Prince of Peace. The lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and 
they shall not hurt nor destroy in all the holy mountain of the Lord. In the 
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 
The time — anticipeted by the spirit of prophecy hastens. —Jesus shall have 
the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a pos- 
session. The heralds of the cross, in full armour, shall enter the temples of 
idol deities, kindle living fires upon their altars, and bear away in triumph 
their captivated priests. 

_ Blessed be God that he has in any measure honoured the Methodists to be 
instruments in such grand atchievements. It is devoutly to be hoped that the 
spirit of our departed founders will not slumber in their successors. Although 
the history of Methodism, in the four quarters of the world, will exhibit a suc- 
cess unparallelled by any thing since the apostolic age, still the work of refor- 
mation is but commenced. It is, indeed, a number of years since the instruc- 
tion and conversion of the poor Africans in the West Indian Islands, and in 
these states, became a subject of deep concern with us; and tohow many of 
this class of our fellow-creatnres, will the names of Coke and Asbury be dear, 
as long as the human memory exists, and parents hand down to osterity the 
events of their own, and of former times? It is also considerable time since 
the first attempts were made to carry the blessings of the gospel to the native 


PEAS SYpr 
















































238 ANNUAL REPORT. OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Africans in their own Jand. The grand enterprize in India is of more recent 
date; but not less successful. {tis but of yesterday that the design was form. 
ed to evangelize the: numerous and wandering tribes of the aborigines of 
our own Continent. The design is worthy of Apostles, and it will require the 
zeal of Apostles to accomplish tt. 

But if at the first view of the difficulties and dangers which gather round 
this arduous work, our courage seem to forsake us, and our faith to tremble, 
let us not fail to recollect the numerous instances in which success has attend. 
ed the labours of the Christian ministry in opposition to all human probability. 
The souls of the savages are purchased by the blood of atonement. Their 
hearts are in the hand of God, and He can turn them as the rivers of water 
are turned. And itis by the instrumentality of the ministry of the word, accord- 
ing to the appointment of God himself, that their conversion is to be effected. 

Under such circumstances does it become the followers of the Lord Jesus 
to pause, and hesitate, and object? This is an important. and may we not say 
providential, crisis? The peace and amity existing between the Indian tribes, 
and the United States, the conciliating and fostering measures of the national 
government, and especially the encouragements held out to religious societies 
to use their exertions to bring themn to the knowledge of the social arts, and of 
the principles of Christianity, must be considered as circumstances highly fa- 
vourable to Missionary enterprize. The tomahawk is buried—The hostile ar- 
row has fallen neglected from the bow of destruction—The escutcheon has 
ceased to scatter terrors on the field of death—At our approach the Red men 
rise up and call us brothers. 

May we not then entertain the pleasing conviction that the time has arri- 
ved for a Star to appear in the west, and direct the children of the wilderness 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls ? 

O brethren! let us wake up to this pressing call from the western forests, 
which cover vast tribes of untaught men. Other Christian communities are 
pursuing energetic measures, to send the sigh of divine truth among these 
aborigines of our country. Two Missionary families under the direction and 
patronage of the ‘‘ United Foreiga Missionary Society,” have gone to the 
Great Osages of the Missouri, with a view to introduce among them the arts 
of civilization, with the blessings of the gospel. 

Our bretbren in England, instead of declining any of their Missionary en- 
terprizes, are pursuing them with increasing ardour, and are witnessing the 
most beneficial and bappy results, both at home and abroad. Indeed, the 
whole Christian world, though divided into different denominations, appear to 
be uniting their energies for the universal diffusion of gospel truth. May those 
barriers raised by sectarian prejudices, be speedily broken down, and the time 
arrive when there shall be ‘* One fold and one Shepherd.” 

When we consider the existence and operation, both in the old and new 
world, of Bible Societies, Tract Societies, and Missionary Societies, in which 
are united the talent, the ability, and the zeal of all religious denominations 
jn christendom, we cannot but anticipate the day when the watchmen, seeing 
eye toeyc, shail lift up their voice together, and combine their strength to 
prostrate infidelity, and every principle and practice which stands opposed 


to God and to bis Christ. 
May this Society contribute its full share towards the accomplishment of so 


desirable ap end. 


IV. B. Since this report was finished, official information has been received 
of the formation of another auxiliary in the city of Richmond, under the title 
of tbe “‘ Virginia Conference Missionary Society,” with two branch Societies, 
one in Raleigh, N. C. and one in the Amherst circuit. The Constitutioa 
and first report of the Society in Richmond have been received, and their 
prospects of success are highly gratifying. May the God of missions succee 


the great design. 
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Obituary. 
| ___— 
DEATH OF REV. JOHN ROBERTSON. 


Joun Ropertson, the subject of the good and useful preacher. He was in- 
following short memoir, was bora of re- dustrious and indefatigable in hi: min- 
spectable and religious parents, in the isterial labours, and in visits from 
township of New-Providence, Essex house to house, instructing and e:i 
county, East Jersey, March 31,1782. ing the various members of the flock 
He professed to obtain the snowledge eutrusted to his,care. Jn the stations 
of salvation by the remission of sin 1n he occupied at different times, he was 
1800, when he connected himself with in the habit of paying his pastoral vis~ 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and its to almost evéry family jn the neigh- 
soon began to exercise his talent by bourhood in which helived, whether 
way of exhortation, and preaching asa of the society or not, and praying in 
local preacuer. He joined the trav- each family as far as circumstances 
elling connexion in 1803, and was would admit, and he could obtain per- 
appointed to the following circuits, mission; and this course he pursued, 

orton 1803—Vershire 1804—Croton the last station he filled until within q ° 
1805—Pittsfield 1806—Saratoga 1807 few days of his death. He preached 
—Newburg 1808—Grand-Isle 1809—+ his last sermon, on the Sabbath, only 
New- York 1810—Bergen 181!1—-Uni- two days prior to his dissolution; at 
on and Kensington 1312—Staten-ls- which time he informed his congrega- 
land 1813—Essex 1814 and 1815— tion that he spake to them asa dying 
Trenton 1816. Located in 15170n ae- man, whoshould shortly account to his 
count of debility —1818 re-admitted God for tbe manner in which he had 
into the Philadelphia Conference, and improved his ministerial talents. 
was stationed in Bristol—Chester 1319 n the following Sabbath his fune- 
-—St. John’s 1820,—where he finished ral sermon was preached in the same 
lis course, August 8th. at five o’clock place, to a large and deeply affected 
in the :morning, in tbe thirty-pinth cones rom ‘* Let me die the 

vearofhisage. His constitution was death of the Righteous, and let my last 
rather feeble, which subjected him to end be like his.’ ' 
frequent attacks of disease. Forsome In his last moments there was Bo op- 
years before his death, he had been af- portunity of conversing with bjm, in 
flicted with occasional Heamaptysis, consequence of his sudden departure, 
which excited an apprehension of the so that the particular state of mind he 
approach of some fatal disease of the then was in, could pot be precisely as- 
organs of respiration. in the begin- certained; but we have no doubt his 
ning of the year 1820, he had asevere end was peace ; for he had been for 
attack of Pleurtlis, of which he never some time looking for death, not as a 
entirely recovered, and which ended messenger of terror, but as an harbin- 
in Phthisis Pulmonalis, that termina- ger of peace to release him from this 
ted his earthly career, his sufferings, valley of tears. 

and his labours. On the morving of his death, be was 
_J. Robertson, was a man of great about rising from his bed at his usuat 
simplicity of manners and character: hour, and commenced a-conversation 
He was a sincere Christian, and faith- with his wife on some domestic sub- 
ful disciple of his Master: He was af- ject, and was suddenly seized with a 
fable, courteous, and respectful to all; violent discharge of blood from his 
aod ardent in his attachments to his lungs, and instantly expired. He has 
family and his friends. Asa minister left a wife and three children, who 
of the gospel, he was'in general high- sensibly and deeply feel the loss they 
‘yand deservedly esteemed; he pos- bave sustained. 
sessed considerable talents, and was a 
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| From the Religious Intelligencer. THE SHADOW OF A GREAT ROCK in 
" “ As thy days, so shall thy strength be.”—Deut. A WEARY LAND. 
hee a XXxili. 25. 
eye WHEN adverse winds and waves arise, Almighty God: our quiv’ring breath 
51 Seay ° And in my heart despondence sighs, On thy command depends ; 
i ! When life her throngs of care reveals, Thy mandate giv’n, and instant death 
Ph And weakness o’er my spirit steals; Our mortal being ends! 
2 _ Grateful I hear the kind decree, 
ve BA That “as my day, my strength shall be.” The glowing cheek, the sparkling eye, 
4 But glisten to betray ; 
Pn So When with sad footstep memory roves, Our joys, in fair perspective lie, 
O’er smitten joys, and buried loves, And ere we reach, decay! 
; When like a mourner, low I bend, 
<* Without a comforter or friend ; Riches and beauty, health and bloom, 
" Then to thy promise, Lord, I flee, Are dang’rous things to trust ; 
ie « Still as thy day, thy strength shall be.” For underneath, the silent tomb. 


‘ Is cleaving for our dust. 
i One trial more must yet be past, 


: | 

fe One pang, the keenest, and the last, RB , , . 

ut ah! when joys terrestrial fad 

AM ds And when convulsed with mortal pain, Ner ene she pine secures, tee 
€ Struggling 1 seek for ease in vain; Tis well to have a God, whose aid 
tf Then wilt thou give my soul to see, From age to age endures. 


That “ as her day, her strength shall be.” 
This is a prop when hopes betray, 





; A sun when clouds condense, 
, A lamp to light tle pilgrim’s way, 
HUMANITY '’S GEM. A buckier of defence. 
“ Jesus wept.” —John xi. 35. This is a rose whose fragrance cheers, 


A fountain where to lave; 
A cordial balm for ali our fears, 
A convoy to the grave! 


How sweet is the tear of regret, 
That drops from humanity’s eye; 
How lovely the cheek that is wet: 
The bosom that heaves with a sigh. 
This world is a sorrowful stage, 
A valley of weeping and woe ; 
From childhood to garrulous age, 
: The tear uninvited will flow. 


This is a rock when winds arise, 
An anchor sure and firm ; 

A sheiter from th’ inclement skies, 
A covert in the storm! 


The bread of life in famine’s dire, 
A spring when creatures fail, 

A cloud by day, by night a fire, 
To point us through the vale! 


rt Our own or another’s distress, 

! Will force the soft lustres to fall; 

| Nor can the mild bosom do less 

ee | Than grieve for the sorrows ofall; 
ey For he who has naught to impart, 

2 May at least give the wretched a tear, 


"Twill comfort the sorrowful heart, Can firm support bestow ! 
When no other comfort is near. This is a bark which Jordan’s tide 


fi Shall never overflow ! 
The Saviour in sympathy wept, 


A refuge this when none beside 





4 And gave the divinest relief, *T:s this, when ebbing life retires, 

F When Lazarus mortally slept, Shall heav’nly peace distil ; 

i ? To his sisters o’erwhelmed with grief; And this shall sweep our golden lyres 
. He sorrow’d for a Solyman’s doum, On Zion’s sacred hill! 


As he sat upon Olivet’s steep; 
He thought on her judgment to come, 
And pity constrained him to weep. 





